
CONSTITUTION OF NEW-YORK
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csAROsa rn thr jtroiciARi system or

THr: STATE SHOULD PERSONAL

TAXES RR AHOURMOtD?

Th" Tribnn" pressota htiewith tho views ot

.-,, ¦reil-hnown men rn several Important ques-

inoo walch win come before tbs Constitutional

OoaventloS next ne.nth. A initii!.er of Interviews

w,-!i **nlnent iTwy.-rs were published In thia papi r

-.-r.tly. and th" pi*esenl ones are a further con-

-Ibu'.'-n to subjects wheh ar.- "f ths highes! Im-

?rtance lo tl oi tbs Btatc. Th- Aral

¦iilit of question! which was propounded relates
chane"'* in th- judiciary of the State and

.nasty*-whether the Court of Appeals should »...

reorrjan!z'-!. whether the nature >>f the general
term* as Intermediate appellate court! should

Kschsns"'. whether tho Common Pleas, Superior
ui* Supreme c .urta of this city should continue

r taste separata general term*, whether the Com.

m.-»n Pleaa t Superior Court, or both of them,

¦botbi be sboMshed, whether the City Court of

sj*w-Torli should be mad- a constitutional court,

itu! whether the system of referee! ghould be

chanpf 1
TAXATION- PROBLEMS

In relat! >n to taxation the problems suggested
ger--: ?" '" ' l" -n ,'1''1 tnies '"" aboHihed? Sh.ail 1

rte system of exempt! -ns be modified or radically
charged" gh mid real estate taxes be on sand

nlues. excluslvs of Improvements* it may be

mri thal the answers Indicate . widespread
icntiment in fae >r of d ring away with personal
trna, as being hard to collect, as leading I de-

edt. an* si bearing heaviest on estates which can

thu lessl afford to pay them Th- riews of

Henry George on taxation are given as repre-

aaadngthe extreme posit! n on th* subject.

CHIEF JUSTICE DALT'S WORD&

Chief Just! ¦'. Daly, of th- Court of C mmon

Pleas, with greal lurtesy prepared a paper giv-
Inr his flews on the questions concerning th-

'¦;' -lary. Thli will A .ubtless be resd with great

Itterest by lawyers an.i by person! who employ
them- Judge Daly*! aasocJatei of the court ex-

¦jajssl their approbation of these opinions,
which therefore stand as the Judgment of the

(agra court. Judge Daly pave his views si fol-

lews:
There seems fn Le no necessity for a reorpanixa-

tlon of the Judicial system of the Stat", which bsa

hf.-n in operstl »n sine- th- last Constitutions! Con¬

vention of ISM Thal body, composed of the best

lawyers arl roost eminent cttlseni of th.- State,

preserved th» general Judicial system ss they found

lt. with additions - Ispted to the Increasing business

of the courts ind provlaloni securing th- Independ-
enTre ot the Bt&te |udl lary; and the wisdom of

their course 1? stteated by the su essful an.i har-

¦SMthSSS working ol Ihe system for a quarter of a

Rotary. Nothing but * love of novelty could ex-

ruse propositloni for radical change at this time.

\"*^jhanc" is demanded by the people. No ehange

a aofgested that would not deprive the people of

¦lagsorda which they t s i «*esi ano Involve the

^rartice of the law In ronfuaton an.i expense. The

aajgHted changes will be referred to In di
with rt-spen i" relieving tha Coon of Appeal*

salendar 1 ,d0 not aee why we should not have a

teconi division of the Court of Appeals, whenever

tequlred hy th» present court, for the dispatch of

accumulate-] eas. nd division to continue
duiing the slessor* f Ihe 'ourt of Appeals. A per¬

manent SgCOUd Ims -ii WOUld not serve anv good
purt>ose. The temporary Second dlVUROn mlicht he

organized in the same manner as that which was

constituted a few years ago.

As to the proposition to altoiit-h the general terms

of the several courts arel cresta In their plare a

number ut Courts of Appeal: Thia ls a novelty with

little to recommend it a:; 1 much t" be urged
against it. The Innovation would croat! an entirely-
new Judicial system anl would affect more than

the mere hearing of appeals. The wise forethought
af the f.iunders of r"ir .u lal lystem has given the

people a choice of trlburals: that ls to say. separate,
Itdepenient courts of co-ordinate Jurisdiction; no

that lawyer* and litigants may s**leet any one of
several forums tn which to prose, ile their rights
according to their own conviction of safety and
Reed)' jjustlee. The only Way to secure the neeta-

srr Independence to the several tribunals ls to

rtwrrt to them th* power to control their own

JedSoas until they are reviewed by the I'.nirt of

Appeals, the coart of last resort in the State, where¬

in questions of law are nettled, bul where the
temi discretion of th! several tribunal! ls not In¬

terfered with, as lt might, or might riot t*. by the
proposed tribunals according to tbs powers con¬

ferred upon them by the new legislation,
INTEr.MFJt.tATrJ APPELLATE COURTS.

The institution of li termedlste Appellate Court!
.sett disarrange tie* whola Judicial constitution anl
the whole body of the law relating to the question
of fosterton alon* And what would t>» gained?
The maher o' «-,. h. appellate tribunals would have
to be equal to the number ot the present general
tenn* in order to dlapstch the present appellate
busines*. The number of Judges employed in hesr«
tef appeals would hive to he tho (.arne; and If th«
proposer] "appellate tribunals" sre to be compostd
t'other than the Judges of the present courts,
then the ¦umber of appeal Judges In the State
¦Ugh] have to tte largely Increaaed; for If the pres-
mt Judges ar.- relegated lo the aole duty of trying
causes, anl the rat: of sppeali continues, the
iPP'llate trt'.ur.als will have to t.e doubled. No
necessity for sucti ¦. prodlgtoui Increase In the Ju¬
dicial fere- -

But if thst Innovation is abandoned then it ts

brr!whether are ought nol to have ¦ "consolldi
lion of tn.- present general terms." Let us see.
behave at present nine g.-:..-rai terms In th* Btsti
ar* in the Bupreme ourt and one each In the
bannon Pleas and Superior courts of New Toro,
the City Court ot Rroohlyn an.i th.- Superior Court
of Buffalo j tpeoh "nly of those whose decision!
»f* reviowe,] directly by the Court of Appeals.
Theae general terms perform a vast amounl of
.ora in bearing appeals, an l n<> consolidation wo lld
'.wen the work Bul one reason is urged f-.r lt:
It!» sat'l that rnnflir-tlng decisions may result from
*> many general term- This la a groundless fear;
wnflir-ta an extreme'.;,- rare, and beside*, to ovoid
wnnir-r*-, yea would have to abolish sll the general
terms but on", god that is Impossible, for one would
*M be equal to the Uls.r But suppose tb irs on
conflicts, they ar.- finally disposal of by the Court
¦ Appeals, whlcb review* all the general terms.
»nd there is no hann dons, un the contrary, the
?lamination of a question hy mi many trtbunali
ii of the greatest assistance to the Court of last
resort.
The alvovrue. of consoltdatton, for the purpose of
¦""-Usg dlverslt) ot opinion, ar- realh advocat-
MB th* shafting .ff of discussion thi worst thing
that could happen for the law. Besides, if all the
tenerai terms were consolidated Into one. lt wooli
** seeaeat . nfltct of ..pinions; th.- Judges, of
¦*°ra there «

y* ,:t logether, would certainly express, oceo-
.onaiiy ». j,.;,., aiaaeotlng opinions, snd ther*

r-ave th" n. hlef you wish t prevei '. Bo far

itt*?* Clty °f N'*-Y(rk "¦ concerned, if you have
""Wrate ar lependenl courts, ll li essential to
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w ar* th*-, con*truct*4 and vraamannJ.

¦ave independent general terms. .r the benefit of
. parnte tribunal! ls lost. One general term In thia
ity oraton! practically one court, no matter what
¦os may ,',,ii the tribunals of toe iir*: ins;
ut the derisions of itv- latter v. oii.i be Immedl
-ontrolled by it; iv hi!- now the gupreme. Common
less an.i Sup. ri..r courts ar., only controlled by
he <',.'itt of Appeala. A practical difficult). Mea In
he wa) ¦'. consolidation of general terms In this
itv; tiu-r- sre nine general terms h.ld in the Ru
ireme Court, nine In Ihe Common Pleas sn I five
n the superior. A singh general term .-. ntlimouely
n session couti not dispose of all thu bu Incas.

fl INSOI.UIATION IP H'RTS.
Th- most "attractive novelty" proposed In respect

»f Judiciary change* is that ut consolidation of
SOUrtI In the .itv ,,f N.w-V, rk Th.-r.. ls no ea
is,, offer.-i f..r j, except thst i- tv-,ol remove ai:

luestloni of Jtiisdlctlon in them courts As we

¦boll presently see, a lin.- .,r two 0f addition !-. the
ir ".t Judiciary srtlrle will -rr."! thal Improve-
nenl mei leave th- pi.hil.- mid th.- bar their pre*-
¦nt choice "f tribunal* -an advantage not t,. i.

ell,lend .\cept f -V the gTSVCSI re.-.s,,,,. Tl,.. ...

.nt system by which we have three Independent

.ourts of equal Jurisdiction in ti." city of Kew-
fork, vis., tbe Bupreme, the Common liesa and the
Ripertor Court, ls th" out.-ame ,,t the social, com-
iii-reiai nnd political growth of th" metropolis an
h" fruit of over half a century of experience. The
't.mnion Pleas, th.- oldest tribunal In the gtate, and

listing under different names for over BO years.
ros last reorganised under its present title in 1131
rhe Superior Court was created in Itt, nnd the j
hipreme court, from time to time regulated by
llfferent Constitutions, was Instituted as we ii,ot

Hive If in 1 sir.
I'pon fie Common ideas and Buperior .curt* mc-

«sstv! legislatures have heaped additional Juris
ll.-tlon and js.w.t In order to make fh.-m equal to

h.. Bupreme court, until th.- goal declaration of
quality was enacted in lRT.t. pursuant t.> th.- Con-
titution «.f is-'.!, whi.-h continued them with all th. lr
.owers and such furth.-r Jurisdiction ns th.- Legh*.
ature might confer. This creation of three arpa-
ate courts in tl- treat city of Nev York was due
o the conviction that ti-- conflicting interests of

ts vast Industries should not he subjected to a

inuie court, which. pos~ii.iv. might momentarily
>¦. swayed i.v overpowering Influences. That this
las wi-.- provision the history of a little over

wenty yesrs ago attests when th.- Common Pless
rsi haven of refuge for lasryers and litigants
teeing from .'th.-r tribunals, until mil !..! ce w>is

ratored Ly the thorough purification <.f local pon¬
ies, Th" Independence of the court was th<-n re¬

garded us of Inestimable value, and no conatdera-
lon ever tirped hy the advocates of consolidation
ias sufficed to outweigh the public aervlce then
nd. rd Ly an Independenl tribunal, and which

eparate tribunal! alone cnn secure,

i if <-..iir-s.- lt is t,, l.. boped mel expected that such

contingency may never again arise, but there i-

ertalnly one way to make Its recurrence Impos-
n.le. and that is i.v preserving th" separation and

n !.|.. -idt-tiee cf the N-w-York courts That the har

.-sires th" rontlnuan.f the present system ls
rmonetrated by th" Increase of the business In the
'ommon ri"as, which is now compelled t-> h. ld nine

¦emeral terms a yesr 'the sam" number held by
he Supreme Courtl iti order t.. dispose of its appeal
gara; atid whose published opinions, in proportion
" the number "f its judes, outnumber those of

vt ry court in the State. Including Hie Supreme
'ourt and the Court of Appeals, i iver two ttl.ni-

and cases are annually bTOUghl In lt. ii fact s'lttl-

lent to s.-t at rest the question whether the har

nd suit-ts exercise the preference of tribunals

ihith th" preeenl system allows them Hut one

bing la needed for the coming Constitutional Con
'ration to confirm the a.-t of the Legislature in

RX, conferring jurisdiction equal to the Supreme
'oort (With he provis., of course, that the lot-n!

ourt* are tn hold their aessloni within th.Tr ri

pectlve cities and not elsewhere) and the benefit
rhlch this community now derive! from its Inde-
endeni courts will be complete,
a MEASCRg IN TIIK LAST J.Kl'.lST.ATIRK.

While upon this subject lt may not he ont of

lace to ti..||,e a measure which was secretly pru
.ellet! thn.ui.-h the last I^*Kls)ature. and which waa

ntended hs an attach ujs.n th- Independence of

he Common 1'lens nnd Superior courts. It not only
Imed to abolish them, but did t.ot even attempt
o consolidate tl.em with the Supreme Court; but

ave a monopoly nf Judicial jHiw.-r t" the latter

rihunal. and deis-raded the jiidK»-« of the Common

Meas and Superior court to the condition of pup-
aria to be moved af Its will. This vindictive me.xs-

re easily passe.1 through the eecret channel* of

he last Legislature, whl. h dui not even gtve i

learing t-. lawyers, lltlgsnts >.r ludgsa upon it*

ather revolutionary provisions; bul as ti..- measure

squires tl."ns.-nt >,f th" present 1.. irlslature and

n ultimate submission to popular vote, there n not

ouch fear that its Ignorance at, I feebleneaa will

,ot 1" th..r..T hiv exposed. Its effect was not only
.-ret ly to rob the people of two of their "."ir**.

.ut t,. deprive them ot the effective judicial old
,f a dooen of th'Tr highes! Judge! at ono blow
This whole subject ut tl .. consolidation of the
ourts in New-Yorh city was considered by the
ast Conatltutlonal Convention, and ic waa deemed
measure of pull, safety ta divide Judicial powers

imong different tribunals. The wi-lom .,f ' 1. i con¬

fusion was demonstrated within two years after
t was reached, It WSS, how-ver, at that Mill" SUg-

r-sted as a possibility that the Bupreme Courl

night ultimately nhs..rb ali the business, and fha'

t woul l need more Judges This necessity, if it

¦ver ar"s<-. wa^ provided for: Th" I..-KTsl..t ir-

luthorised to "provide f-.r di tailing ..tu- or more

udges fr..m the Common Pless arid Buperior Courts
i hold Circuits ari Special T.-rms of th.- Supreme
'OUri in this city as the public: inter.-s's may re

-ulre." That -vst.-m still exist-. Whenever the

awyers mci litigants shall express their prefer-
-n. e f..r th.- Bupreme Court over Ihe other courts

ry bringing all their suit* in lt. th.- Judgee of th*
.ther cutts win I..- detailed to officiate in the Sn-

;,reme Court, -ml consolidation will be practically
i. "otnpliabe yet leaving th<- Common Pless and

luperior courts Intact co ti,at they maj be resorted
;o if necessity requires

BUSINESS IN TIIK COMMON PT.KAS

Hut after twenty-five years,of 'he experiment the

i.ar and the community have not desired consolida¬

tion. More suits ur" now- commenced in th'- Com¬

mon Pleas than ever before; so many that lt ha*

never been abie t.. spare an additional Judge to the
Supreme Court, and urgently needs the one who

has been for years detailed there contrary t.. the
interests .,r ills ..wu court. Th.- convention of ISM
found th" Common Pleas with but three judges
mid Increased the number to six In the belief that

tte- public demand was for Independenl separate
courts Mi New-York. The current of business that

Immediately se! In to the Common Pleas, and which

is now greater than aver, confirm! this view. Want

nf acquaintance with these facts must account for

any countenance be'riK (riven by thoughtful practi¬
tioner* to the proposition for destroying Indep n-lent

court*.
As to the question of making the C|tv Court of

N<w-Y>>rk a Constitutional Court, I am in favor of

Intrenching th<- city Coori and every court in the

constitution so that th.- Judges, high and low. mat-

feel iii" utmost Independence in th- exercise >.f

their poweri and be removed from ail possible con¬

trol by local parties, fa. lions, politics ..r leaders,
.r it arid mall.
Ai to 'h- present system of referees. lt might he

Improved so as to secure thc same celerity ia th"

trials bef..re refereea which we now hive bef.

juli-. .-. and Juries, snd to that end I would aug-

gee! that Instesd "t th- present dally fee for ..eli

sit'iiic. their compensation be male to depend upon
the speedy disposition of th- esses before them
This will ti-iii" a referee when a ..tnse is sent to

/dm t.i s.-t aside all private business arid sit dsy
by div duntiK th- regular cent boura until ll ls

-1 of.

VIEWS ol' BX-JUDGE ARNOUX.
BX-Judge William II. Arnoiix gOV! an Inter¬

esting statement of his views on the sub'-.

reform in the State anl county ...uris, aol als.,

i-i favor "f th.- abolition "f personal lases.

T.. th" questl .n. "Whs! do you think the Con-

atltutlonal Convention should <l" in regard to the

Cont ..f Appealer' h.- replied:
Thara hai probably never been a courl thal h..*

more consclentioualy ..nd persistently endesvored
t keep up willi d busin. s than the Court >.f Ap¬

peals in '*"*. »»te. lt ha* for yars 1.u th.lt

pride "ha; ihey could llspatcb all the business which
si,..u;d .'"m.- to th.'tn. bit tuc lucres,, of wealth

uni population. ,.f commerce, and especially .>f cu-

portie law. With its matu novel ojueattona, ha*

made it a physical Impossibility for them so lo do

There un- two anodes by which th* court can bs

relieved: **lrSt, by diminishing the bUShMSS; second,

bv lnere*-*tng the fore-. Two gtaggjastJoR! have boca

made in reapect to the former; ..ne to diminish th,

appeals In character; the other to Increase th.

arnoual <>f limitation. At preaent there I* a limita¬

tion of ISM In th* amount involved for an appeal

to the Curt of Appeal*. A similar moneyed limita¬

tion exlat* In regard to appeala the S.iprem*

''ourt of the I'nlted Ste! but ther* the amount ls

fixed ol 110,00
irneatl) advocati al the leal me-ting ot th*

N.".\ Vi rh State Dar A t >f th
limit f..r thc purpose of dlmlnli 1 lng ti:.- bu
1 found li met w Ith aim¦: ,

from the members of ihe Bar outside the city ..t

v¦.'', The ther suggestion wa* ilso discuss a

of lin.I, ..,.,,, ., gut t mdI tel tii.it a aa ¦! .. I

lo be utterly Impra. tlc itde
W .¦ <¦ ime then to on li . the otb r mi thod

r evlng th" court, by Ihe Increase of its men
Tv. , r.... ,, l to :ha;.

one t.> divide the c..art int t«- parts, aa haa Ih
fore been lone n the Commieeion of Appeals and in

ih* Secoi I Dh Salon of Ihi court: bul that has pi red
In practice exceeding ton Tts re i -

,i question dlacui sed In 1 irl pp
the .. a- im- lon it the same time In the court ui lei
Ihe title of Thurb r va Rianh. and In Ihe eommli
al m, the \i i and Tr dem' Bank i Dabin,
holli of which srere argued al Ihe mm* time. The
two bram hes ri me t exact]) ..pp.,site conclusions
In r. :¦ ml to the esme question. A n ol on wss made
In the .mmiaaion for reargument upon lb*
ground that Ihe court had deckled Ihe question Ihe
other way The motion was denied \ new trial
sra* granted In Ihe M< hanlci and Traders' Hank

v -akin, a hlch came ba. k tu be tried before Judge
Donohue, and he made the remark thal probably lt
waa the Oral time in th, history of Jnrlspni k <¦

lhal a Special Term ludge had been illed upon '¦¦

deckle which wis Caesar and srhich was Caesar's
wif". .» nt. be added, "the decision of the Court
of Appeal* in Thurber vs Blank haa i.n whal l

have always considered Ihe Ism to be, and I shall
follow tl...un. notwithstanding Ibe decision '-r

Ihe commission" An appeal a ii taken to the
Genera] Term, where ihe ludgmenl was afllrmeil,
but Noah Davis, ti.-ti presiding Justice, wrote a very

able dissenting opinion upon toe ground ihot, si-
though the last of 'h.. land was ratabllahed In Ihe
cise of Thurber vs Blank, til" law of the case in

question was established by the commJsalon and
that they had no righi to look beyond thal That

would hav.- raised a very serious question had the

cass t.n taken t,. the Court of Appeals, but, hap¬
pily, im further appeal was prosecuted.

AR t:m.M(,;i:'.

An rnlargi i ¦. on to all
c.is.-s Would
facilitate the
have advocat.
cur:; thal we

r.ith-r tend
business of

.1 that -h.-re
should I

sh.

.'. U'ltT.

the h- ar.ng ot the
to retard than
ii,.- court, bul I

should be a rotary
. of say thlrtl "ii

members, of whom sevi n should be a competent
quorum, and thal Ihe court should -it contlnu
ously; ih.it tbe i*hlef Juatlce should be eacused

from writing opinions and thal one after the other
should kmve Ihe bench end ..tilers come on to take

th.-ir places, -. th it \ rtu.-iilv hall th* court would
I..* engaged In deciding ease* and writing opinion*
and the other ha'f In I..-.iring arguments, and In
that way Ibe courl would be preserved homogeneous
mid the business be llspatchi l l have been in¬

formed that Judge Pinch has made an elaborate
study of Hos an l dcmoni

"Do you believe In
Court and the C mi

tr ites its fe,

abolishing
¦t Common

I:

slbillty.
th" Superior

Wi

ashed. Judge Arnoux r< p!
Most emphatically no The Tribune haa taken ,t

noble stand against lha destruction of ."ir city
Hall, and under the S. dpt ural Injunction, "ll

nol the ,rks." if th- r.- wen no higher
reason, i should oppoee the aboil tl m ..f the c .uris

med a.s ,t matr.-r of aen tlmen I The Common

Pleas has had n len of over two centuries
Th* Buperior Couti In Its early history wss Ihe
mosl celebrated In all mercantile esses The de¬
risions of Jones, Duer, Woodruff ind iii other gn ii

jurist* established ih.- principles of commercial i

In thu dty. Hut there ls a higher rea* rn than mere

sentiment f-.r the opposition Thoa* who remi

the terrible days of Ihe Tweed Ring and wh.. had
occasion to practise bi Ihe court* ki" w- thal under
th.- infamoua Cardoso tha Supreme Court wis .,

Tammany annex. Even in those .-.ts..* where there
wer.- no politics, lawyers degradi themaelvea In

many Instance! by employing Tammany counsel lo

argue th.-ir esses. Corruption In Its worst form
line it

ihe Su

perter Court and ihe Courl "f Common Pleas i r .\ .¦:

to be th* citizens' bulwark Tammany never w.is

aide to ot,tn.I hll the courts Ri lr-ss deni. 1 In
the Bupreme Oourt win ufr.i!. l by the Super!, r

Court mil Common Pleas,
Another r»\u*m arhy sic sh. I heall ita I . q

pro*** of such a measure ts Ra origin Thea
thia prtr^sisal t > Bls.'l-ii the .-mr:s origtnslea with

Tammany, it cannot !». unknown io you that th.-

leaden >>f Tammany attempted lo dictate t., ti,.

Judajes of til.- .'..tiri of Commoi Pleas wbn -sii.?

ba uiii-ie its ;.-rk. and a n it r ' .- t

to tb^ir b"h.-st thej ri-.-!, defiantly announced t..

those ludgea thal Ihey would abolish tic curt. w.-

*.:>. .-.mit'.g psrll lion of laings
th.it existed lt. the timi ¦.' the Tweed Ring, ai

.i not probable, ir is posadbki ll at fl

iig-it:i have b. niv uis.n tte . ¦-. rot US

from this ss'tiil-cr.miii.il ..ligar, \,i

procured private decisions "My fl
byword. i"t in mattera f pub*. Interei

i »N M. v \l..-T

At to abolishing taxation tm person
tl," .-X Judge said:

lt is a most desirable measure Bi carls In hla
w..rk on crimes, and other a rth

thc name thought havi llvlded crime to '.if

classes thal e/trtch ht "malum In se" mid thai
N "malum prohlbMum" ib 11
ar.- wrong in themaelv. whlcb ara mad*
arong bj municipal las And he lays M down tl it

,i maui i- not ?¦ il I) ..f moral turpitude who la |
¦ if smuggling, for it may lie a crin
trv and i. ¦¦ in .rn .t.'.i-r and a man, therefore, an

far aa ci... .. .'.. I, whi ii he sn ui gi.
simply lakes the r:«k that tf he is caught he will

l»- punished either by ioai of goodi "r bj Imprison-
metal or by is"b
The came print Ipi* applies t.. taxatl >n for revenue

of any oort Maui) men who would lay down their
lives f..r th.-ir country do te.* hesitate t.. resort I

any device or acheme thal wfll enabl* them de
fraud ti.- stat- of t 11 The law of taxation on per-
s-in.ii property has been la existence la this State
for more than Bfty years lt ls a m..st significant
and conspicuous failure.
Some righi ot t.-n yean ago I bad occasion to

study this question iri presenting » bill for exemp
tlon to the liCglalature. I found thal In one county
In this stat-- there wera only two peraoni Isxed !»*

owners ..f p monal property: one was t arldon and
th" other an executor. I found that In anothei
c cinty of this stat., according to ttl.nana of

ISM, til.- h.-tis in the count] awe worth more than

it' et,Ure assessed personal property. A law whi, h.

after so many yean attempted enforcement, proves
to u- so absurd, ought to i»- expunged fn.m the

statutes Reside! this, lt t.-n-is t,> debauch the pub¬
lic conscience and mikes in-ti guilty of all kinds

of I.-,"lt anl chicanery to escape that law

On the other han1, such oases teni to drive away

nspMal. if rh* stat.- ..f Ncw-Torh would abolish
ail personal property tsxei capital from oth«*r

Riat.-s would Row bera, and its increase would cause

,a .llmtnulloti of Interest to an extent Chat would re

lleve th.- owners of realty from th Increased 11 t

on r.-.ii estate; that bi to tay, io far aa the came li

mortgaged, v.'ith the Increased wealth of th.ai

mnnlty the rate of biterrel h.- steadily dlmtw h l

¦iii the more capital flows here the len will be the
Intered rai.

I therefore advocate (til* grear reform on high
mer.il grounds, and believe that in tliis, ns in every

thing else si prosecuted, the resull will be pecunl-
aril) edvarntag. ms to the great body cr the people
The gre li ' »¦ --¦! t,< the greatesi number.

EX-JUDQE COWEN'8 OPINIONS'.

Ex-Judge Bsek Cowen toad.- tne following re¬

plies t.. the questions:
A* to ths reorganisation ..f the Judicial system of

the State, it ls dear thal some plan mus- i. adopted
for ihe purpos "f ri',- ir: of App ¦>'¦¦

I nm nwirc tba! the present Judges of thc Court
eve th .' within inc n -xt ali or seven yean tic

can psobablj handle the calendar, t.ur li ~.-. m- i

ii,.- vcr) Improbable, and I think toe people of th*

stat" aboul l tak.- ad ran ige of thi
lion t-> give iti- relief ll needs I do not belle*
in two divisions of the court, or In assigning diffei
ent questions to different dlvlriona, if lt can poaslb
be avoided. Either course will resull la c.ntl,-is of
decisions, .md ihe lendency win i~. t., un-**!;.

II ,\ h -""ms to nc thal sn Increase of tl.our'

to ea) eleven or fifteen Judges, with a quorum of
t.ve lo s»-\'"n. and a COOtlnuottl .-.sim. certain

ludgea i iring the bench each snell and employing
ih-ir time until recalled to th* h. iring* in writing

opinion*, would ba ,i» neal a perfect s\-.t.-m aa ira

are likely to K'-t
I *s- no gr.-it advantage In the norguntastlOO of

thc Hen,-ral Ti rm. No law. er. with an Import an'
ni which tn- believe! bc ki right, will want t.>

stop short of the court of last r«-s»iri, and k-«|o not

h. ,i.-ve that "strenn-tbenlnK the flsossal Term." a*

lt ls called, hy enlarging their number will >» ..f

.ny apecla! value, i doubt If any plan of making
the (lenenal Tsrrrn coitita of last reeort, except In

very amati casts*, ashers the amount at staJt* will

) ..«-
JSi

"Ma

If Tempted
liv price* ton s's 111 be a

¦ ure |inri'l.na.'r >»li«-n >i»u

. i-i- our ne»v pnlli-rn* lu

e

Carpets.
V\ i- make rtrn urs.lr rriuii Inirrnln* «"»

\ \ui I n ni,tis. Belling I li cm relull al lin- lOWSHBl
prteea «-t <-r I.non n.

MATTINGS.
.ilooU nil thia , eur's i in porlii 11 ons. Priers

.i.mii to r.it'U bottom.

J. & J. DOBSON,
2 Eaat 14th St

n .. Justify litigation, will be satisfactory to the Bar
ii -....-.- ., (ht be, I do not believe ii. >'

such mi amendment srou'd be ratified
v -, the general system of Ihe stat-, the re-

organlsat'on ..f th.- Court of ,\pp»i!i arouid be. 1

think, suth i.- f ,r the pres nt

Till: RYSTRlt IN Tills .-"INTbV

I --.- ti. greal reason fir 1, eplng 'ip me 1 sttn<--

t,..o | ¦ Bupreme <' mrt, ¦-' in i ir I out I
... r*ourt of .'.mm..n ri.-as in mis 'irv. .*

ii, ,!. branches of thi Jupr mrt. with
a alngli deneral Tenn, I i. -. .. mach
til..-., convenient anl latlafactory, both to the Rar
mil ih- pul,:'- The .'ir,.:-', force*, how* *r, should
under ti. circumstance! be reduced, .>-. his .i

ls ii ur. a* centre of ll ration, ml Ihe Judi* ¦ ha ..¦

ali they cm l
I do nol !..-. nd to I..- an expert upon t iv ni..n.

i.o' I, ive ¦ that 'lc ini|."rf, .;.

ttnsatlsfactory and dishonest s\s.,.r. ..r taxing per-
s-in*l property in thia Btate -''.mil be .'". ihi ¦¦

s .,:.. r ... bette!
lt N much b*tt»r, In un ludgmenf, to place ai;

tar.s n;..,n real .slit-, on th" pt ""Ipi" hil i' Will

distribute -¦.
' Mr. David Wella some

years ago su.-i-.~t'"; .ni Meal system of taxation,
ting ", the taxation ..: .' itate, an 1 i.i

aesexslng the personal pt .perty of any ii>;>i\'-:- ai

cording to .i certain ratio the rental val.f th-

estate occupied by him, bul thal lystetn ls

pi ib ih'¦. too go I to be adopted, ll hutei pe
prop*rty much inf,, fairly than In any other pos-

i ij. an I the eon saint nt, di .honesty an 1

collusion Incident to tbe present system flrouW be
¦1. aa iv arith

I -.¦.. s[.. -.,: ndvantag* In placing tlc* t.Lxes on

land valuea, lirespectlve of Improvements, The
resull arouid be io place a !.r.-" proportion of taxs

upon city rea tat ii Hy upon vs
.. lota I'eopla srho have purchased vacant lots

ni h.-'.I them >r years, paying Ihe onerous tai i

..ol ass laments which hiv-- i.n Imposed upon
rty In ell the cities, would nnd thi lr

hud ;¦. .ted. K lt ever il til be
I thli k ll li nol fi gath

The system of referees ls a necessary evil, sim;.iv
because ile- ludlcral force ts not large enough to

buBineac of the Btate without Its all They
sra ext ludgea, appointed for a particular
occaaion and to fill a particular nei I, lt ls d "

to say whl h evil ls thc worst, a system of ref¬
er. '.¦< appointed bj the couria In each case, ot

official referei < wi ¦¦ time shall !>.¦ devoted to thc
hearing of ,-.i*s ordinorilj Beni ta a referee,

In the .>;.! r.-irt of Chancery it. this stat- mich
. m.-.. performed by officials called masters

in 'hu.- ry, au1., although my mem >ry I
»r-. bach f.r enough lo en-it.'..- me to Jung* of th*

' --. st ." I do n >t know thal wai

n the ad iptlon of the Conatitutl >n of
sith a good d'-ai of unanimity The masters*

however, *rere paid by fees, a*, the cool of
gell be that off!. i\I referees,

"I like the |udgeS, Would tie H -b-c l-l Iml-ri.Ve
m»-nt. Aa for myee f. I mink I aboul advocate such
a change

MAYOR BILROY <>\ TAXATION.
M ivor minty, in dla nosing j-.snihit* rbsngog In

thc fundamental last relating t.. th! claims of
penamaj ;¦..>. t,. exemption from taxation,
-..! i

. rn- irr^ut pr-i'"in of rn.-t.-rn municipal govern
proper ad latmcnl ..f th» burden of

rt .'¦ i . < .' ..- specie* of prop
Ight to i".r their prop-r si, ir- ..f th" ex

. Ir. m) .dim,, nt,
i be !, exemption ,.f arv character, ex.-.-p:

on pro| Ij med bj the public, or where prop
iwty la j.iiiti'" p irpoaea

Thire .n from thia rub
... not lM-lleve thal tiersonal taxes should '¦.

I---.i ia- if i ,. . mpeiled lo
ill tbe bur! ¦. mii. :.:. .- ip.t.i! Would

be .li-',..:, tu '-k Invcatmenta li perenna! prop
.rn..iil IVh.u wot/Hi follow lt la

liol' I lit Ml I

dve taxi-c placed on them,
:. tn os whlcb wo ill fall heavily

....ti who depend Upon their labor for He-
.n nf ti;t'iuse,\..s and th-dr famtllea Rent*

rity ot rent p
a..nhl -¦ .. rs

ind ti, ,. portion ..f the communlt)
Who have li- ir- fort tl lie* lr,\.s.,.i j., ,*¦[
.-rty would i..-'s,iii. ai.- .! :-.-'i exempt from paying
anything for -h.-ir prote lion lt i- ipi Ire* no .nv

menl to di-monstrati the ir.-.- Injustice of laws
which .¦¦ fi er so unequal a condition

IR iM.-.'i r i.Bl i: i".\\

l .! " H taxes Sh ni be on land
valuea only, exclusive of Improvements Thia
th.-.. ry 1< ii d founded »n principles of equity
believe thal Improv real estate should bear ps

own proportion, as compared with real estate whloh
I* not Improve! Take, f->r Inatance, a city lot
whlcb is without Improvements of any kind, and la
Used upon au sam wed valuation of fiO.OQO The
owner or leases places upon the r.-.ii estate a build
lng which cst* tioo.000 lr woui i surely nol be just
to continue Ihe valuation of lhal property al $iu."""
and limit the taxation to the sum assessable on

that figure Iny scheme which places burueni <>f
taxation upon a pirn u.ar class "f ..ur clilsens "i

relieves anothei \i^ ot Its Jual shore ..f responsl
I.mtv f,.r the -<iip(N,rt of tl:.- government ls al vari
ance with thoae principle* ,,f tuetlce and equity
WhlCh ..re tile V"r> llfc-blOOd Of "UT free Inslilu
t, ina

CONORE8RMAN WARNER'S IDEAS.
Congressman John De witt Warner, of the

Xl I Ith I ust ii, t, lois given tiiucli Mtu,l\ to the sub¬
jects with which The Tribune'! question! deal,
and li kn ism lo have Mr..nc conviction! In
matters relating lo tax r.'f'.rm. in dlncuaaing
prorjosed change! in Ihe fun.lam. mal law likely
t., rome before Ihe Constitutional Convention of
the siatc Ur Worner said:

.; nerallj speaking, the Judicial system of our

Btate la satisfactory In c.-rtaln features, however
reform should \»- bad to meet the extraordinary
Increase of novel litivntion resulting from the b.I-
vancr In Invention and commercial facilities and
the on,-,-i,tritton within our Btate of an Increasing
pr-"i»irti..n of ihe business of th" continent

l do not believe there should bc two division! of
tb.- Court of Appeal! Kully as I realize the great
Importance and voiut.t the bualness brought be
f,.r. lt. and the lr lustry and sMilty of Its member*

believe the reform needi is one In the habits ,.f
thc curt Itself, which shall more sharply limit
argument in moel ><t the casea and reduce opinions

mir-' ,,r ,i quarter ..f their present length l
do riot Intend this as a criticism upon -".r <',,un
of V|.|.aU lt la well t. 'le- front of trlbuiuls
which have simplified snd facilitated adjudication ..f
l<-i,-al queationa I -nil believe, however, thai its

practice In this regard li iu»c pilbil of further
change iti th-- direction suggested Th* ob.lions
to dividing the court stein to me unanswerable

I .io i,..f believe then should be sm general re
organisation of our i tem ..f ippeal* t.. deners I
Ti t ma.

lt ¦...-ms to me that thc time tiis obviously ar¬

ri v. 1 v. h. a the Common Pleas and Buperior Court*
of til- <"itv ,.f N'.w Tort and the corresponding

.. Remarkable bow irell mamma lou*!*, and
how sin- has gained in rit--.ii. You should do
the s.init-."

.Th.- loss of flesh is a irit.e. \'.)ti think

you ntl'! nol mind it, bul you ar.- grad¬
ually running doom. ]>>) like mamma. I'm-

I Carlsbad Sprudel Sall every rooming before
breakfast. It will increase your appetite an.]
cure von of that dyspepsia and biliousness
from which you are suffering. Bf* s ire to pet
the ccnuine imported article*. No su tcrfuge."

local courts In other cities should be merged In a

single Sui reme <*"urt for the whole State.
Th.- number and Importance "f cases ar.sine tinier

th-- peculiar conditions prevalent at the port .,f
\'-w-Vork la probably such as to warrant for an

Indefinite tim- t,. come th- establishment there of a

.! tribunal corresponding l.ir City Court;
which, I believe, should be a Constitutional Co ir-.

TAN LAWS

Our itv laws should be radically reformed in two

I .:;.i-s. First, by g ptlon '.. the
ai v. ral countlea aa to the class of property upon

s h, taxes Bhould be levied for pur¬
pose! other than the iuota f such .. .unty f..r Btate

iee; and, second, bj bo amending our eorpora-
tlon laws as I., .--ito. ¦. cir eontriontlon t iwanl
thc rxperses of the H ite in whlcb they business,
th.- Increasing number of -r it corporations, which.
lo av... s ich contribution, are nominally organise
under tbe laws of other States, notably ..f Sew-
jersey, it arlll be time enough to worn

. .-h's when thej shall be found to Inter¬
fere with sn earnest attempt "ti thc part ..f our
Bl ite . do Justice In ibis tn .'t-r.

have rc. i|neatlon but that for the metropolitan
ta of our State it would t.r '.-rca* advan¬

tage i. have abolished the t gatton of personalty
owned by individual* And I do not doubt bul
thai In :.nd suth a system would be "f ad¬
vantage to every county In the Btate la to 1
imt w. il situated as centres of commerce, boa
ever, I sn* nol sure bul that Injustice might be

.us,.', bj too pr. mp: a disturbance of px!
conditions; ;i"i ir local option in this regard were

granted, that would seem t-> me enough for Ihe
pr. tent

PROI'KRTY IJX'JMI'T'T'.I'

As to exemptions, I hav.- never been able to

understand Ihe theory upon whlab ,m> property not j
owned I.*, thc Oovernmenl and ns us,, controlled I
by it ab -uk] bc exempted from taxation, though I
there can be so doubt of thc frequent and perhaps
general benefit to communities by Ihe exemption of

churches end charitable and educational institu¬
tions I have alway* un.- Honed, however, whether
those of th.-s,. artiIch were ..f most real us-, were

benefited by this exemption. 1 am snr.- their sup¬
port would be more extended, and din t public and
private .iii more promptly given upon proper occa
sion, ti,,,n ;s now the eas.- In the presence of the
almost universal prejudice, even where it ls unco:,

s, .us. against institutions which, either by ea
emption or subsidy, ar-, fell to be favored al public
expense

I belelve that real-estate t.ix.-s should bc upon
lend values, exclusive ..f Improvements the word
"Improvements" to Include the worth of all better
mema -hus leaving the land to be aasessed ,n thc
rate which from year to year, in an unimproved
state, each parcel would be worth, if unimproved
and situated Just wier- it ls. wiih other lands
developed and Improv. 1 as they ar-- ,il».ur it. This
assessment would 'hus represent that part of Its
value t-i'.-.-n lt by others than lt** owners lor their
li leoesaora In Interest) The m.un objection lo
this \,-.!iii be in proportion aa land is settled
its value, wilt.ont reference t,. Improv monta, be-
.'..tn s rapldlj greater In proportion t-> any

given Improvement upon lt. Such a system
if taxation would therefore reduce bo low the

.f strictly rural communities, and
ao disproportionate a burden upon *-:t> lota,

that tic- system, when thus undent.I, might be
considered as against the Interests of the majority
of our people, who live in .'in... There ar,- ad¬
i'sntages 'a tbs system, however, applicable spe-

il Ij t cities of suth moment aa probably to obvi¬
ate hi opposition

*.">.¦ have no "system" of referees. The present
chaos Bhould be reformed; and official referees,
.-j :..! In number to ti..- Judges of tbe Bupreme
. 'ourt should be appointed for terms, say, of five
j irs, by the Oeneral Terms "f the several de
no rtmen ts, with salaries ranging from 16,000 to

17.000 the appointment In Itself being such ss nol
merely to be an a vantage In a pr feaalonal career,
bul a practical stepping-stone to a ludgeship, elec¬
tion '< which would thus become the popular up-
pren il. ait.r trial, of a tentative selection ..rl« nsHy
made hy the judges themselves. To tne.se official
referees should be sent every reference in which
in.tii parties, requesting otherwise, !. nol agree
ip -i t ri ferec

llhSkV CLEWS'" BXPKRIESCK >

Henry clews pave a contribution to til" dlscus-
1 -ii ghoul tin- Court of Appeals as follows:
Thtr.- shout I be but one Court of Appeal!, I

offer tbe foll -wing in evidence thereof; I bsd ¦

c.s.. decided In mj fuv..r a short time since by
the i'ourt of Appeals The vanquished porty
al erwn.nl tonk the -is., t.. 'tc Becond Division,
.'ourt of Appeala, and tin re entlrelj upset my vic¬
tory, which saddled me with th.- accrued costs

ring ,' number ol years' litigation, amounting
to *.'..'>" This never coull have occurred If there
h.el b..n btu the one court, and ahowa tua: if there
are two divisions of the <'..urt ..f Appeals, th.-v ,ir-

lit']- t<> sometime! conflict, resulting In undeserved
,i:s,-r.-dit to ..ur nighest court tribunal In the com
r.-ferr.-I to, the decision given by tbe First Division
of the Court was riKht. and ought to h.,ve been «.

finality, bul the Becond Division upset lt by author-
1 rtnk i reopening of the eas.-, which was don... and
H" I waa Illiberally and unfairly treated hy the

presiding Judge In in address to the |ury. the cm-

se-jo. ti,-,. «.is that lt wa' construed as a "hartje
to bring in a verdict adverse to my side of the
eas.. a member of the lurj after the trial ad¬
mitted thal a de. isl .ii on the facts presented would
have I..ti given in mj favor, bul the Jury fell com

peile I, un ler Hie |ti li;.-'n charge, I" decide t>th>-: vt

HKN'KY OBOROE'fl VIKWS.

Henry Ge irge replied:
\s a question of Interest Ilk. ly to come before thc

Slate Constitutional Convention you ask me:

"Bhould taxes be aaaea*ed upon lund values ex-

rlualve of Improvementa?" I arouid not seek to
hsvo this question sett let) lu a Suite .'.institution,
n- I Monk lt li mls'vke to attempt legislation
through constitutions, but aa to the question itself

tv "liq *newer yes He.
Kirs' As ,, m.itt.-r of Justice: Improvements. be-

Ins the r> snit ,.r Individual exertion, belong rtgnt-
f'iliv to tba Improvers their sssignees or heirs.
ttl;.- land valuea, being 'I..- result of the gene.nl
..v iwth and K"n"t":tl Improvement, belong rightfully
t> the community, ann it I* manifestly mst that
thal which belongs to tl"- community should bc
til.'-n for th.mm.ui n.is of tb., community be-
f. r that v hlch belongs to the Individual ls touche

In-
sun.

f wealth Increaae ,n land valuea mean* merely
li rt ns" ui th.- amount which come of iii- people
mest pay t.. ..tilers ft.c. non-realdentyO f..r the

..¦'!. of living and a ¦rkuiK Taxes on Improve¬
ments must prevent Improvements snd thus lessen
wi ilth raxes on lal 1 values cannot lessen land.
bul inly lessen whal the Individual land-owner
can .;.lionel f..r the privilege of using land Thus
bj stimulating Improvements and >;-¦ they tend
tri Increase vv.-..iib To explain more folly, let rv

quote fr,.m the chapter of "Progress and Po\
..ri'." entitled "The .'anons of Taxation."
Tin- ).. si tax 11 which pul ile revenuea can bi

raised ls evldentlj Mn' which will .T..s.-st con¬
form to th" following cote!"

Flrsl 'n,ai bear as lightly as possible upon
pro lucti.>n s.. ns leaal t heck the increase ..f th"

general fund from which taxes mual i>" paid and
the community maintained

.-.....n,i Tb.it lt i.- eaellj and cheaply collected,
¦.iii ns .iir...'t;\ .is tn iv be upon ;!,¦. ultimate

payers e.. as t., take from the peopleWa little aa
poa«ltde in addition t.. what it yields the Govern.
menl
Third That it be certain SO as to kW,, the least

opportunitv f..r tyranny >.r corruption ..n the pnrt
of officials, and the least temptation t.. law-break-
Ina and -\-.i-*;¦ >u on the part of t..xi>n r-

Fourth That lt bear equally <" ns to give no

rlitaen an advantage .-r pu an) al a disadvantage,
as compared with others
Tin: I'.ri'K.T OF TAXES ITPON PRODl'CTIOM

All faxes must evidently come from th.* produce
of land and labor, since there I- ii othei -source

of wealth tiuin th»» union of human exertion with

th.- mat-rial .md forc-s ,,f nsture, Hut the manner

lu ia hlch equal niiiounts of taxation may bc im¬

posed may very differently offed the production <>f
wealth Taxation which lessen! the reward of the
producer necessarily lessens the Incentive to pro¬
duction; taxation which ls condition-d upon the ad

of production ..r th.- use of an> ..f the three foe-
ton of production, ni aisaarllj discourages produc¬
tion. Thus taxation which diminishes th.- earnings
of the laborer or the returns of the capitalist
t.-n.is to render the one les.s Industrious and In¬
telligent, ttl" other Nss disposed to sav.- and Invest
Taxation which falls upon the processes of pro.
lu.-tlon Interposes an artificial obstacle to tru- cre¬
ation of wealth Taxation which falls upon labor
a-, it la exerted, wealth aa lt is uaod as capital,
lund as it is cultivated, will manifestly tend to dis¬
courage production much m.,re powerfully than tax-

,i'i ui to the SHtiie amount levi,tl upon laborers,
whether they work or play, upon wealth whether
used productively or unproductively, or ui«>ii lani
whether cultivated <>r 1-ft waste.

'Pile m.Hie of taxation ls. In fart, quite as Im-
portanl as the amount As a small burden badly
pla.. ,| may distres* a hors.- that could carry with
ease ii much larder .mr property adjusted, so a

people m.iv h.- Impoverished and their power of
producing wealth ii.-sn- >j .-d bv taxation, which, if
levi I in .in,.'Ter way, could be borne with iee

Hut the gri it rises :' taxes from which
revenue may I... derived without Interference with
produ -tio:i ure taxes upon monopoHes for th" profit
.-r monopoly is in lr-" If a tax levied up ui produc¬
tion and to tax lt is simply to div. rt int.) thc
public ("ffcr* afhat production must in anj event
pay Itu; all ot!'.'- monopolies ar.- trivial In

extent as compared with the monopoly of lani.
Anl til- value of 'ml expressing monopoly, pur"

linple, ls ic. ever) reepeet titted f-.r taxation.
Tl it I* to csv, wini" " value of .. iib «d or tele¬
graph line, tiie price of .ms . r .-.' a patent medicine,
mat .-\pr.ss the pr.f mon poly, I: also eg-

rb,- exertion of hr., r .ad capital, bu* the
vain- of land, or economic rent, .is are have sepn.

I--, in no pitt made up from til. factors, ..nd ex-

t>i- ises nothing bit 'he advantage of appropria¬
tion. Taxes levied upon th- value of land cannot

a. k production in th" slightest degree, until they
exceed r.-ni ..r th.- value ..? lind tuk-n annually,
f,.r unlike taxes upon commodities, or exchange, >.r

capital, or am- of thc toola or processes of pro-
ii, they -I. not bear upon production.

raxes maj be Imposed upon the value >>f land
ii n all rem ls taken by the stat,- without reduc¬
ing thi wages f labor or the reward of capitol "ne

without Increaalng the price of a single com¬

modity, or making production In aoy way m..r"

difficult.
Bul more thin thia. Taxes on thc value of land

not only do nol check production, as do most other
taxes bul they lend to Increase production bv dc-
Btroving speculative rent Hoar speculative rent

checks production may be seen not only in the val¬
uable land withheld fr- ra use, bul In thc paroxysms
of industrial depression which, originating in toe
-; dative aivai.in land values, propagate them-
selvea over thc whole civilised world, everywhere
pur il'lint; Industry, and causing more waste god
probably more suffering than w..til I a general war

AS TO BASK AND CMBAFMBMB OT 'oI.t.K.TIOV.

With, perhaps, the exception of certain licenses

and stamp duties, which may lie made almost to

collect themsflves, hut which ran be relied on for

only a trivial amount of revenue, a tax upon land
values can, of all taxes, be moat easily and cheaply
collected. For land cannot be hidden or carried off:

As a matti r of good public |
in Improvements means Increase in the
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its value can be reaill'v ascertained, and the as¬
sessment once mode, nothing but a receiver ls rc-
qulred fur collection.
And hs under all tis. ;il systems some part of the

public revenues la collected from taxes oa land, and
the machinery for that ourposc already exists ami
could as well be nude to collect all is a part. t*he
cost of collecting th»* revenue now obtained by other
tavs miw-ht be . n*ir> iv saved by substituting the
tax cn land values for all Other taxes
A tax mi lon values dots not al to prices, and

la thus poid directl) bj the persona "ti whom lt
folia; wbereoa all taxea upon things of unfixed
quantity Increase prices, .ind In lae coarse .if ex¬
change an- shifted from Helli r to buyer, increasing
as tln-v K'1.Xow, the consumer, on whom
th" tux thus ultimately falls, must not onlv pay
the amount of tlc- tax, but also a profit on this
amount to every one who has th is a Ivsnced lt -for

profit on the capital he has advanced In paying
taxes is as much required by each dealer as profit
on th" capital he h.is advanced In paying for Roods.
.... Bul land la not a thlnu* of human productise^
and taxes upon rent cannot Chech supply. There¬
fore, though a tax oh r-'tit compels th-- land-owners
to pay mer-', it gives them so Dourer to obtain more
for the use of their land, as it In no wav tend!
to re.iu. e the supply of land. On the contrary, by
compelling those who hold land on speculation to
set| or let for what they can get, » tai on land
valuea tends to increase the competition "between
owners, and thus to redie .. the price of land.

AH TO CFJUTAlVTY.

Certainty ls an unimportant element In taxation.
for Just as the collection of a tax depends upon the
diligence and faithfulness of th" collectors and the
public spirit and honesty of those who are to pay
lt will opportunities for tyranny and corruption he

opened on thc one sid.-, and for evastans rr l iraujs
nu the other Vet this ts the least part of
the cost. Tuxes which la.-k th.- element of certainty
tell most fearfully upon morals Our revenue laws
as a b,.|> mlKhr well be entitled "A<ts to promote the
".irruption of public officials, to supp,ess bOUCSty
und encourage fraud, to set a pr.-mium upon per¬
jury und th-- subornation <>f perjury, and to divorce
the |,lea of law from th" ide* of Justl.-e." Th I.i la
their true character, uni they succeed admirably.
So uncertain hji I BO demoralising ure the.-.e modes

of taxation tha" >h»- New-York I'ommission. mm-
|,.,s.-,| of David A. \\'"lls. Edwin Dodge and '.eora-e
\v Cuyler, who Inveatlgsted the subject of taxation
In flint Stat.-, proposed -,. substitute for most of the
tuxes now levied other than that on real .state an

arbitrary lng on ench Individual, estimated >>n the
rental value of the premises h.-cupled
Hut there is no necesalty of r> sorting to any

arbitrary asweflsment, The tux on land values.
which is the bast arbitrary of taxes, possesses in
the highest d.-k"-.--- the element of certainty, If w\y
i.. aaaesaesl and collected arith a definiteness 'hat
j..ir'.-k-'s of the Immovable and unconcealahJa char¬
acter of the land itself. Were all taxes

placed upon land values, Irrespective of impmve-
tii.-nfs. the scheme of taxation would bc «n simple
and dear, and public attention would be so di¬
rected to it, that the valuation "f taxation could
and would be mad" with tt" sam* certainty that a

real-estate agent can determine the price a seller
can pet for g !¦.'

AJ TO BQl'AUTY
A.Inn*. Smith's canon ls that "the subjects of

every Stal.tghl to contribute toward the sup-
port of tic. Oovernmenl as nearly ns possible in

rtlon to their respective aMttties; yiat ls. In

proportion to the revenue arhlch they respectively
enjoy undi r the protection ,.f the st ite." Erse* tax.
he if ¦. ¦ on t. say, arhlch falls only upon rent, or

only upon wages, or only upon interest, is neces¬

sarily unequal. In accordance with this !-. the con¬

ni ui idea which our systems of : ixtng .....rrythtng
vainly attempt to c.irrv out thal every one should
pay taxes In proportion to his mesas, or In pro-
portlon to his income.
But, waiving Bil the Insuperable practical dlf-

ticultiee in the way of taxing every one according
" bis m.Vns, lt ls evid.-nt that justice .innot be
thus attain
Mere, for Insta.ie*. jr,, two men of equal means.

it equal Incomes; ..re havin, ¦. lura-e family, the
other hnvlntr no one t. support but hims.if. i-pon
th. se two men Indirect taxea fall v.-ry uneo.uauy,
as the .in.- cannot avoid the tagea on 'he f.sid. cloth¬
ing, etc., consumed by his family, while thc other
need j.av onlv upon th" necessaries t».n«umed by
himself Hut. supposing taxes levied directly, so

that ea.-h naya the same amount Still there is In-
justlce. The Income of the on* ls charged with the
support of six. eight ..r ten pera >ns; thc Incooal of
the other with tint of blt ,1 Bing** person.
Nature give! to lab tr; ac.1 to labor alone. Now.

here .ir.' two men o' equal incomes that of thc
.ne derived from the exertion of hts labor, tint ot
the tither from the renl of land Is lt Jus; that they
should equally contribute to the expenses of the
state'1 Evidently not. Inc Income of th.* one rep-
reaentS wealth he creates and adds to the K.-ncr.U
wealth of the State; the Income of the other rep¬
resents merely wealth that he takes from the gen-
.¦ral siock. nturniuk nothing.
Adam Smith speaks of incomes as "enjoyed under

the protection of the State." The basti of this idea
is evidently that the enjoyment ..f property is made
possible bv the State that there ls n value created
and n.aim.un.-1 i.v the community, which ls justly
filled upon to me..; community expenses Soar, of
what values ls this true" univ of the value of land.
The tax upon land values is, therefore, th* most

Just anl e.pial of all taxes. It falls only utsin those
who receive from society a peculiar and valuable
benefit, and ii|Nui thetn In proportion to the heneflt
they receive. It is the taking by the community.
r,r th.- use of the community, of that value which
ls the creation of the community. When all rent
ls taken by taxation f.r the nee I* of the community.
tuen will the equality ordained by nature be at¬
tain. 1 N't citizen w i.i hav- an advantage over any
other citizen save as is given bv his industry, skill
and Intelligence: and each will ..;.'.tin wnar he fairly
earns Tln-n. but not till then, will labor get ita fut'
reward and capital Ita natural return.

HF Ml'.*. HF has SOT lill: COUSBSU
Judge Townsend, of the (Jotted states circuit

i'our', handel dOWU S decision ,,n Saturday refle-st-

lng upm the management of the MasaacJtaa*stlB
Benefit Association, a: I charg-in*- a lawyer, Jede-
Uiaii K. Keyword, of So. Il Park Row, with "oon-

eoctlng a plan wbsrsbj thc wilow Long might bo
defrauded SUI Of her rights.'- la the published
stories yesterday aboul th.- ease, it was oaai that
Keyword was UM widow's counsel She denies that
h.- was her counsel, lleywoo.l. In his formally pra-

porsd denial of thle point, says;

"There ls not a word "f truth in the morning
papen lo the effect thal I was ever counsel for
Mrs. Lang in.iw Vlehmani. or that she did not get
her full share of the as*et.s of the defunct Insurance
company, left when 1 took hold of the settlement.
1 will publish the statement of Mrs. Vlehman'i
counsel as soon as he returns to-morrow, as to thc
uncontradlcted facts In thia caae. and ab.de by that
as to those fact*. I shall h!*> submit the record
to the highest authority for an opinion aa to mi
conduct. Hither Judge Townsend ls In error or I
nm. and we will see which."

"It will all come out
in the wash,"

if ^u u»eePearlinee


